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Phenylbutazone (Bute) 
by Katherine Burnett, DVM 
From the Veterinarians Corner 
Edgecliff Equine Hospital 
S. 1322 Park Road, Spokane, WA 99212  
 
Many horse owners, breeders and trainers keep prescription drugs on hand in 
their tack boxes.  One of the most common is bute (short for phenylbutazone).  
As with all drugs, prescription or non-prescription, it is important to understand 
the potential risks and benefits of this popular medication before giving it.   
 
Bute is a powerful nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug - that is, it is in the same 
family of drugs as aspirin.  It is used in horses instead of aspirin because of its 
long duration of effect - twelve hours compared to four to six for aspirin.  It is 
effective against fever, swelling and inflammation from injuries and infections.  It 
is not very effective for gastrointestinal pain (colic).  Contrary to popular belief, it 
is not a mind-altering drug.  It will not sedate a horse or make it "hyper." 
 
Bute is usually dispensed in one gram tablets.  A moderate dose for a 1000 lb 
horse is one of these tablets every twelve hours, but the dose for an individual 
horse should always be determined by a veterinarian.  The vast majority of 
healthy 1000 lb. horses can be maintained on the above dose for a long period of 
time (in some cases months or even years) without harmful effects.  A rare horse 
will suffer side effects, however.  These adverse effects usually involve the 
gastrointestinal system.  Always contact your veterinarian right away if your 
horse shows any signs of gastrointestinal distress while on bute - colic, diarrhea, 
lack of appetite, or depression.  These signs could signal impending ulceration of 
the stomach/and/or intestine, which can be very serious.  Do not give bute for 
colic.  Young horses, especially those under the age of two, are extremely 
susceptible to bute toxicity.  Always consult a veterinarian before giving a young 
horse this medication.  Recent studies have suggested that the addition of 
linoleic acid to the diet may help combat the gastrointestinal side effects.  The 
addition of 1/4 cup of safflower or corn oil to the diet with each dose will 
accomplish this. 
 
Call your veterinarian for advice before giving bute to a sick horse, or to one that 
is tied up.  Sick horses are often dehydrated, and giving bute to a dehydrated 
horse can cause permanent kidney damage.  In addition, take the horse's 
temperature before giving bute - bute lowers body temperature, and your 
veterinarian may want to know whether or not the horse has a fever before you 
give it. 
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*Before I posted this "bute" article on my site I asked a very dear friend and 
respected Veterinarian his opinion of this article.  His response is below, as well 
as his contact information.  He is "retired" but his love of Horses and his desire to 
help humans learn more about these wonderful creatures keeps him in touch 
with current techniques and advances. 
 
**Dave, this article on Butazolidin is fine.  I would add the caution that long term 
bute can precipitate or make worse stomach ulcers.  It is important to NOT give 
more than the 1Gm Tab morning and night.  AND if for some reason it is needed 
for several weeks…then leave it off one day each week.  Give it 6 days and skip 
the 7th…6 more days and skip the 7th.  Some university workers say that it will 
not precipitate side effects at that schedule.  Bute causes trouble when folks 
decide that if on tab is good then two will be better…or three times daily, etc., etc. 
 
Dr. Mac Barksdale 
4270 Aloma Avenue, Suite 124-33A 
Winter Park, Florida  32792 
Cell:  407-342-0938 
mac.barksdale@yahoo.com 
www.antibioticfailure.com/drmac 
www.tlopinternational.com 
Immunomodulators effective on:  fungal diseases, mycobacterial diseases, 
protozoal diseases, neuroviral immunological disorders, cancers, autoimmune 
diseases, nemathelminthes, Platyhelminthes, platyhelminthes flukes, viruses, 
asthma and bacterial infections. 


